[Androgen insensitivity syndrome].
Androgen insensitivity is caused by mutations in the androgen receptor gene, and is a common etiological factor to ambiguous genitalia in the newborn. This article discusses the role of androgens in sex differentiation, the structure and function of the androgen receptor, the genetic background to androgen insensitivity as well as clinical aspects. The article is based on literature retrieved from PubMed, the androgen receptor mutation database and the authors' own research and clinical experience. Androgen insensitivity encompasses a wide spectrum of clinical manifestations. Besides exclusion of possible differential diagnosis, the diagnostic work-up includes a clinical assessment of the androgen receptor's susceptibility to androgen stimulation as well as molecular genetic analysis of the androgen receptor gene. The condition should be managed with a multidisciplinary approach by teams competent to treat children with disorders of sexual development.